Lands[el and Lomﬁ%mcmschaﬂen_

A landsman is someone from the same home town, or
even country, "on the other side." Landsleit is plural.
A Landsmanschaft is a Jewish mutual aid society formed
by immigrants from the same villlages, etc. They were
a spontaneous phenomenon arising out of the common needs
of immigrants. At their peak, there were 6,000
different ones in New York.

The newly arrived chipped in for burial funds,
providing aid to a sick friend, a place to worship.
They arranged for interest-free loans, and provided a
social focus.

This family was no different than any other -
we were represented in several landsmanschaften.

The most significant to all branches was the
Pereyaslav Shul, which later became the Pereyaslav
Society.

This organization was started in 1891 by a group
of lmmlgrants who came from the town of Pereyaslav,
Russia, andsettled cnthe lower East side of New York.
They needed each other, and thus formed the organization.
After a few years, most of them moved to the East New
York section of Brooklyn. Approx. 1918 they purchased
an old one-family gray wooden house which they made
into a synagogue. This was located at 247 Snedicker
Ave., near Sutter Ave. That's where they started.
That synagogue was their whole life.

Everything they did concerned the synagogue.
They used to make parties there. They used to have
meetings. In those days, they used to meet every week,
Saturday night was a big thing. On the best days
they used to get 400 people down here. That's when the
Jewish peuple alllived in the;ruwn areas and people
that kneweach other and landsléit all congregated there.

Esther A. ,whc lived around the corner, at

Sutter, went to this shul. Her son-in-law, Frank
W. + , who shared the duplex, was born in Pereyaslav.
So ner attendance was probably a cumbinaticqu convenience :
and his association. Even more important, her cousin

AronowitzWas one of the founding members, as his
family was from Pereyaslav. He broughthis father Leib
from Russia, who performed as the shamus, and lived
above the synagoque. All the grand-childresn remember
visiting €gther A. ond Nathan A - -

Sz LR . and the AFRono¥itz's while
they davened. Nathan My, sy grand-son of Leib, was born
at 247 Snedicker, and Flayed at the shul for four years.
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In 1923, at the height of the depression, they went
ahead and decided to build a brick building. Money was
donated, and they did it. They had the guts during the
depression years to build a synagogue, and it was =
beautiful building. There was a big party room downstairs.
They didn't do things 1like they do today with a big
catered affair somewhere, Phil Auerbach remembers helping
open this building.

The kids used to run around and play outside or
inside, and the meetings were going.. They didn't leave
us at home.. They didn't have such things as baby sitters
in those days.

About 47 years ago (1946) the members began moving
away from the area and still maintained their association
with the society, which used the basement. The neighborhood
changed drastically and about 30 years ago the synagogue
was sold.

The society continues to exist as a fraternal
organization and a burial society. Burial plots are
provided for members and their children. In the past
25 years, the group has become moresocially oriented.

We run weekends at mountain resorts, theatre parties,
trips to Atlantic City, etc. These functions are
subsidized in part. The society has grown over the years,

whereas most organizations of its type have become extinct.
May 10, 1980 we celebrated their 90th anniversary.

OQur aim is to have this society go on forever. I
am a third generation of my family to belong, and my son
joined when he was married. My father was Financial
Secretary for 30 years, and I have been active for 26 years.

ﬁemnamd Petena
Financial 5ecnefang
Pemegaa.éovem Socéet‘g
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Notice from the Penrneyasloven Brotherhood
Commemonating the Death of Leib Anonowity

REoht, Side

“THE SADNESS OF THOSE THAT ARE GONE
LS NOT FORGOTTEN" - saying from the Gemmonah

Died Friday the month of Niasan /3 Apnil, (924

8 We commemonate oun landaman and {riend,

%; Yehuda Leib son of Rav Yechiel (Joel) Dov
_;: Aronowitsz

.E. flia name should nemain in memony evenlasting
_ET lhe Peneyasloven Chevna [Brothenhood)
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Left Side

The love and aweetness felt until death do not
cease even in death.

Ex-Preaidenta

Zalman Abnram

* Anye Leib Salzman
Nechemiah Levinaky
Dov Mendelssron

In nemembrance, we mounn these Ex-Presidenta

lThey were dearly loved in Life, and when we
wonked together in the onganization

In the name of all the asrsembled, we express oun
sonnow oven the loas, that Natune hasa tonn them
away {rom ua.

lhe all-powenful God should console thore they
left behind, and give them atnength, deternmination,
and tolenance fon the tragedy that has befallen
them with thia loaa.
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